
 

Nehemiah 5 - Expect to be opposed 
 

Take a look back through Nehemiah 1-5. Where have we already met 
Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem? How does this chapter represent a shift in 
strategy for them? 
 
In verses 1-8, what are Nehemiah’s opponents trying to do? Why send an 
unsealed letter? 
 
In verses 10-14, Sanballat and Tobiah make use of prophets in Jerusalem. 
How might that make Nehemiah’s position more difficult? 
 
In verses 17-19, how does Tobiah carry on his opposition after the wall is 
built? 
 
How does Nehemiah respond to all this opposition? In what ways might he 
be a model for us when we face opposition for the sake of Christ? 
 
Do we expect opposition - from human and spiritual forces - in the 
Christian life? If not, why not? (Consider 2 Timothy 3:12!) 
 
How does the example of Jesus strengthen us against opposition? 
(Hebrews 12:3) 
 
Look at verses 15 and 16. How can the end of the story encourage us 
when opposition is hard? 


